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By the King. 


Ve Proclamation for refloring the ancient Merchants Aduenturers to 
their former Trade and Priuiledges. a 
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— 


FRET T9 Hereas heretofore Wee declared Our deſires to haue 
5 K. % bvꝛought to paſſe as a pꝛintipall wozke of Our times, the Manu- 
/. | factures of Dying and Delling of B2oad-cloath within this 
| Realme,and to that end did publiſh Our ſeuerall Pꝛotlariations, 
the one 23 lulij Anno 12. of Pur Retane, the other 2. Decembr. fol- 
{ lowing, foꝛ the incouragement of ſuch of Our Subiects as then 
A vndertooke to let vp and manage the ſaid Trade; Butfinding 
— that time diſcouereth many inhabilities, which cannot at firſt be 
ſeene, and being willing to haue itknowneto all Our louing Dublects,that we intend not to 
inſiſt and tay longer vpon ſpetious and faire ſhewes, which pꝛodute not the fruit Our atti⸗ 
ons doe euer aime at, which is the generall good of this Our State and Kingdome: where- 
foꝛe perteiuing that the fozmer grounds pꝛopoſed to Us, by the Undertakers ofthat woꝛke, 
conſiſted moꝛe in hopes then in effects; and finding the wozke it ſelfe to bee too great to bee 
bꝛought to paſſe in any ſhoꝛt time, by reaſon ofthe many difficulties accompanying the ſanie, 
and that as the State of Trade now ſtands, there will be greater loſſe in the Cloth making 
ofthe Kingdome, then gaine in the Dying and Dꝛeſſing thereof, which wee may not ſuffer, 
the tommoditie of Bzoad-cloth being one of the pzincipall Dowꝛies of this Our State, and 
which hath bzonght great wealth and honour to the ſame; And hauing the experience of 
many ages to ground Our ſelues vpon, that the ancient Company ofthe Merchants Ad⸗ 
uenturers haue euer managed their Trade, as with pzofite to the Common wealth, ſo with 
much pꝛaiſe to their Company, in taking off and venting the Cloathes ofthis Kingdome, 
whereby they deſerue both grace and encouragement from Us. Therefoze no longer to 
withdꝛaw Our tountenante from them, but to quicken and giue a new life vnts them, wee 
doe hereby ſignilie and declare, that We haue already reſtoꝛed and giuen backe vnto them, all 
and euery their Charters any Wiſe touching their Intoꝛpoꝛation foꝛme of gouerument, and 
Trade, oꝛ any Powers, Licences, Authoꝛities, oꝛ pꝛiuiledges tonterning the lame; And them 
haue and doe hereby ſettle and redintigrate in their foꝛmer eſtate and degree to all purpoſes: 
willing it to be knowne that none ofthe Charters ofthe ſaid Company, were euer dy Us an⸗ 
nihilated, oꝛ by Law anopded, but onely ſuſpended and ſequeſtred, till Our further plealure 
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- knowne. Audtherefoze we do ele p [1 

Company ofthe Merchants Aduenturers ſhalland may from hentefoꝛth pzactize, andput 
nerecutionalland euerytheir Powers, Licences, Authontits, pyiuiledges and fame ofgo- 
uerninent contained-in all oꝛ any their Charters; and all vlages, holding of Courts, mee- 


tings, aſſemblies, and all other p:occedings by vertue ofthem oz any of them, together with 


all the dependances, either in the parts beyond the Seas, oꝛ here within the Kingdome. 
And further, we doe hereby intimate a detlare, letting it to de knowen to al fozrainePzin- 


tees, and States, in whoſe Dominions, the ſaid Merchants Aduenturers now haue, oꝛ here · 


after ſhall haue any recourſe in the exerciſe of their Trade: That (notwithſtanding any foz- 
mer ſignification of Our pleaſure otherwiſe) we haue againe fully, and really enabled them 
to maintaine, hold, polleſle, and entoy all and euery their fozmer Immunities, Rights, 
Powers, andPziniledgesinany foꝛraine parts beyond the Seas, with free libertie z power 
as heretofoꝛe, to deale, contract, and agret with any Pzince , State, oꝛ City in Germany, oz 
the Low countries, foz and touching any further. oꝛ other pꝛiniledges to de had and obtained 
in thoſe parts touching their Trade: Hereby giuing, granting, and allo wing, vnto the ſaid 
Merchants Adnenturers, from time to time, free liberty and choice to make and appoint 
ſuch and ſomany places of their reſidence toꝛraine parts, às to them ſhallſeeme conuent- 
ent; And thole at their pleaſure to change and remooue, as ſhall and may ſtand beſt with 
their tommoditie and pꝛolite. And, that the ſaid Merchants Aduenturers, may hentefoꝛth 
goe onand exerciſe their ſaid Trade, with better confidence and entouragement, which is beſt 
effected by remouing and diſcharging all impediments: rote doe by thele pꝛeſents ſtraightly 
pꝛohibit, foꝛbid, conſtitute, and oꝛdame, That from bencefozth no Interloper, noz other 
perſon oꝛ perſons, not free of theſaid Company, pzeſume in any wiſe to meddle, oꝛ intromit 
directly, oꝛ indirectly in the Trade, oꝛ Pziutledges of the laid Company, vpon paine of Our 


high Yndignation, and ſuch other paines, and penalties, as by the Charters ofthe ſaid Com⸗ 


pany, oꝛ any ofthemareoz ſhall be pꝛouided foꝛ tranſgre(- ain that kind. which that it may 
haue the better effect, wee doe hereby ſtraightiy charge andcommandallBatozs,Shtriffes, 
Bailiffs, Conſtables; eſpetially all Cuſtomers and Searchers , and other Officers of Our 
Cuſtomes, alwell in the Poꝛt ol London, as in all other Pozts of this Kingdome ; That 


they be aiding and aſſiſting to the ſaid Company, andthe Officers thereofin the exetution of 


their ſaid Charters, and that they noꝛ any olthem in their leueral plates, paſſe out any goods 
oz erthandtzes into any the parts ot Germanie, oz the Low · countries, noꝛ into any other 
parts beyondthe Seas, where the ſaid Company now haue, oz hereafter ſhall haue any pꝛiui⸗ 
ledges granted vnto them contrary to the true meaning of their ſaid Charters, vpon paine 
ol Our diſpleaſure, and the loſſe of his oꝛ their O ffites that ſhall offend therein. 


Giuen at Our Court at Aſhton the 12. of Augult i inthe fifteenth yeere of Our Reigne of England, 
France and Ireland; and of Scotland the one and fiftieth. 


God ſaue the King. 


Imprinted at London by Robert Barker, Printer 
to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
Anno M. D C. XVII. 
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